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WEEKLY MESSAGE TO OUR FAMILIES FROM DISTRICT LEADERSHIP – 
 
It was with excitement tempered by uncertainty that Clovis Municipal Schools welcomed students for 
the start of the 2020 - 2021 school year three weeks ago. Beginning in Remote Learning Mode, the 
District and community started the new school year awaiting the state’s decision on whether instruction 
would be able to resume in-person, via Hybrid Learning. 
  
As many of you are aware, Thursday afternoon, COVID-19 data for New Mexico counties was updated 
and shared by Secretary of Education, Dr. Ryan Stewart.  Unfortunately, Curry County remains in the 
"yellow" category, meaning we are unable to transition from the Remote to the Hybrid Learning 
Model at this time.  
  
The constant state of uncertainty about the date for our return to in-person learning is difficult and 
challenging for staff, families, and students. It is unfortunate for all of us that we have had to begin a new 
school year under these restrictions.  
  
If we are going to be able to return to in-person learning anytime soon, our county must see a sustained 
drop in new COVID-19 cases, and at this point there is no way to predict when Curry County will reach 
re-entry targets because our daily new case rate continues to fluctuate.  As of Thursday, September 3rd, 
our 14-day rolling average for new daily cases was 5.6.  Our target rate for re-entry is slightly below 4.0. 
  
The District had a tremendous response to a return to in-person learning survey that was sent to staff 
and families on Friday, August 28. Responses were received from just under 600 staff members and 
over 1,500 families.  
  
The survey results indicate: 
 

·     Approximately 48% of District employees, and 58% of families would prefer to begin 
 transitioning to Hybrid Learning as soon as possible, once Curry County attains 
 "green" status, meeting all criteria for in-person learning. 
  
·     Remaining respondents indicated a preference for resuming at either the end of the first 
 quarter, or the end of the first semester once the go-ahead is given by the state to return 
 under the Hybrid model.  

  
Under existing conditions, we will continue as the year began, conducting classes through online 
learning platforms and maintaining close contact with our students and families to ensure well-being. 
For those students defined by the state as high-risk, the District has, and will continue to engage in 
limited, in-person instruction following the 5:1 pod ratios required by current health orders. 
  
Additional support programs include: Chromebooks provided to each student; the expansion of Grab & 
Go Meals to provide free breakfast and lunch to any child in the community up to the age of 18; 
Download & Go internet locations for those with limited or no home internet service; case-by-case 
assistance and accommodations for our families facing unique challenges; and conversion of District 
processes (including enrollment, instruction, hiring, and more) to online platforms, which support 
social distancing. 
  
Our first priority as a District, at such time as it is permitted and practical, will be phasing elementary 
students to the Hybrid Learning Mode. Once our youngest students have been transitioned, the District 
will then begin transitioning older students to the greatest extent in accordance with state requirements 
and public health orders. 
  
Below we have provided further details about our initial plans and expectations for how Hybrid 
Learning will unfold when the time comes. 
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Rest assured, it is our commitment to keep our families informed and involved in these processes. When 
transition is possible, we will provide sufficient notice as well as communication to aid families in the 
process. 
  
While our county has not yet met state criteria to return to classrooms, our District remains in a state of 
preparation for the day when that does become possible. In the meantime, our staff are continually 
striving to provide the best educational experience possible through Remote Learning. The goal of the 
District has been and continues to be providing our students the quality instruction and social-
emotional support they need to maximize their academic and personal development. 
  
IN-PERSON/HYBRID LEARNING – PLANS AND PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE: 
  
NEXT STATE ANNOUNCEMENT – The District’s next opportunity to meet qualifying criteria is 
anticipated to be tomorrow, Thursday, September 10th.  Please note:  There has been conflicting 
information about whether the opportunity to meet eligibility requirements will occur every week or every 
other week, ultimately, this is determined at the state level. 
  
FIRST DAY OF HYBRID LEARNING – The first day of Hybrid Learning will not take place until at a 
minimum, the first Monday, one week after it is announced by the state that our district has met 
criteria for in-person learning. After reaching the necessary targets for in-person learning, the District 
will use at least one full week after to prepare for the transition.  As a reminder, when the transition to 
the Hybrid Model occurs, elementary students will be the first group phased in.  
  
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS – At this time, the position of the District is to proceed with phasing 
elementary students to in-person learning first, as soon as transition targets are met and it is permitted 
and possible. Please be assured we will provide sufficient advance notice and transition time to 
communicate the change effectively and to make final adjustments for the move to in-person Hybrid 
Learning.   
  
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL – Phasing in of middle and high school students to the Hybrid Learning 
Model is directed at the state level. These students will not be phased into Hybrid Learning until 
clearance to do so is received by the New Mexico Public Education Department (NMPED).  The NMPED 
has not identified how long the delay will be for secondary students to transition into Hybrid 
Learning.  Important: Depending upon the timing of permission from NMPED for secondary students to 
transition to in-person learning, the District may elect to delay the return of secondary students in order 
to avoid conflicts with end of quarter assessments. 
  
DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
  
GRAB & GO MEALS – breakfast and lunch are now free for all children up to 18-years of age and started 
on Tuesday, Sept. 8! Clovis Municipal Schools has received funding that will allow free meals to be 
distributed to any child in the community up to the age of 18. This is a limited program that will run 
until the end of December, or until all funds are used. 

·      All children up to the age of 18 eat for free – District enrollment is not required! 
·      Parents can pick up food for their children 
·      Grab &. Go Meals are available at all campuses 
·      Meals are available from 9 - 11:30 A.M. Monday through Friday 

  
Remember, this is a limited-time program. Students at Clovis High School, Barry, Mesa, and Zia 
Elementary will also receive free lunches while the program is ongoing; however, the District asks that 
parents complete and submit a Free/Reduced Meal Application, as soon as possible, to your child's 
school or to the Student Nutrition Office. 
  
For more information, call your child's school or the Student Nutrition Office at 575-769-4325. 
  
CALLING ALL PRESCHOOL AND  KINDERGARTEN-AGED & KIDS – Preschool and Kindergarten began 
on Monday, August 24, but it’s still not too late to register! If your child is 3 or 4-years old, we offer 
preschool programs just for them!  If your child turned 5-years-old before 12:01 a.m., September 1, 
2020, it’s their year to start school! 
  
It’s simple, go to www.clovis-schools.org and click on “Enrollment.” From there, follow the instructions 
to enroll your child online. You can even take a photo with your phone or scan and upload your 
documents during the online enrollment process! 
  
If you have any questions, call the staff at the school your child is zoned to attend; they are happy to 
help. A phone directory of schools can be found at: http://www.clovis-schools.org/CMS_schools.html 
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